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A community-wide celebration will be held
Saturday, April 30, to recognize the Puyallup
School District�s 150th anniversary.

Plans include a fun run/walk, golf, historical
displays of school memorabilia, a turn-of-
the-century schoolhouse exhibit, a choral
performance by students from all six junior
high schools, a recognition of accomplished
honorees, a quilt display, a dinner, and a
musical stage show about Puyallup�s history.

A 5-K fun run/walk, �senior stroll,� 1-K
�junior jog,� and �diaper dash� are
scheduled throughout the morning at
Sparks Stadium, with registration open at

7 am. The 5-K run/walk will begin at the
Stadium and continue along nearby city
streets, while the junior jog, diaper dash,
and senior stroll will take place inside the
Stadium. Cost is $10 per person for the 5-K
run, $5 for the 5-K walk, junior jog, and
senior stroll, and $2 per child for the diaper
dash. Each runner and walker will receive
an anniversary t-shirt (not included for the
diaper dash). Ribbons and prizes will be
awarded in various categories, and food
will be available for purchase from 9:30 am
to 12:30 pm.

Ridgecrest student Sierra
Larberg goes back in time at
Karshner Museum�s turn-of-the-
century schoolhouse exhibit.

School Board members Greg Heath and Diana Seeley display the
District�s 150th anniversary flag.   The Puyallup School District �
the third organized in the state � was commissioned in 1854.

The celebration continues on the links at
Lipoma Firs Golf Course, with tee times
available between 11 am and noon. Pre-
registration is required for this event by
April 22. Green fees are $25 per golfer for
18 holes. Golf cart rental is $22 ($11 a
person if two people share a cart). To
register, contact Judy Heikkinen, Execu-
tive Assistant in Student Learning and
Instructional Support, at (253) 840-8971
or jheikkinen@puyallup.k12.wa.us.

From noon to 8 pm, guests are invited to
view histories from the District�s 31
schools at display tables set up in the
Puyallup High School commons. Karshner
Museum will also exhibit a turn-of-the-
century schoolhouse in the PHS atrium.

The main program begins at 5 pm with a
welcome and introductions by Superin-
tendent Tony Apostle. Mike Egan,
Puyallup High Class of 1985, will emcee
the event. An all-District junior high
choir will sing a selection of songs,
followed by a special tribute to veterans.
Accomplished honorees from the
District will also be recognized during a
�Walk Through Time.� The deadline to
submit names is March 31.

The dinner, catered by Mama Stortini�s
Restaurant, begins at 6:30 pm at the high
school. Cost is $20 for adults, $18 for
seniors age 60 and older and students

ages 6 to 18. Children five years and
younger are free. Tickets may be
purchased from the bookkeepers at
Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, or Rogers
high schools.

A 150th anniversary quilt, made up of
squares designed by each of the District�s
31 schools, will be on display. Individual
school quilts will also be featured.

The evening will conclude from 8-9 pm
with a musical stage performance, �In the
Good Old Summertime,� by The Meeker
Players. The cast includes current and past
District students and will be performed at
no charge in the auditorium.

To sign up for the anniversary dinner or
the fun run/walk, complete and mail
registration forms available on page 4.
A form is also available to nominate
accomplished honorees. Additional
forms and more information are
available on the District Web site at
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/ourdistrict/
news/150yr-1.cfm.
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and physical potential.
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Connections is published periodically by the
Puyallup School District as part of a com-
munications link between the District and the
community.  Its intent and purpose is to pro-
vide the Board and District staff a venue to
inform community members about pro-
grams, goals, and activities of  public edu-
cation in the Puyallup School District.  Please
direct questions or comments to Karen
Hansen, Director of Communications and
Executive Services, PO Box 370, Puyallup
WA 98371 or telephone (253) 841-8703 or
email khansen@puyallup.k12.wa.us.  Re-
sponses, as appropriate, will be provided
directly to those who contact this office.
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Puyallup School District No. 3 complies with
all federal rules and regulations and does
not discriminate on the basis of race, creed,
color, marital status, age, national origin,
religion, or disability. This holds true for all
students who are interested in participating
in educat ional  programs and/or
extracurricular activities. Inquiries
regarding compliance procedures may be
directed to the District's Title IX/RCW
28A.640 Of f icer and Section 504
Coordinator (William L. Welk, Executive
Director of  Human Resources) at 302
Second Street SE, Puyallup, WA 98372.
Phone:  (253) 841-8645.

Superintendent's Message
Rising to the challenge of higher expectations

Tony  Apostle
Superintendent

Teachers review reading assessments

Pope Elementary teacher Ruby Roberts is one of  more than 150
teachers who gathered last month to score a reading
comprehension assessment given Districtwide last fall to students
in grades three to six. Teachers reported students performed well
on the assessment.

As a result of necessary and appropriate
educational reform that began in 1983
with the hard-hitting report, �A Nation at
Risk,� academic expectations for our
students are now higher than ever before.
In April 2006, this year�s ninth graders
will take the Washington Assessment of
Student Learning (WASL). These students
will be the first sophomore class required
to meet state standards in reading, writing,
and mathematics to graduate from high
school in 2008.

Recently, the state modified the WASL
requirements to allow students to retake
the test in only those subject areas in
which the students did not meet standard.
Still, it can be expected that there may be
students who do not test well in this high-
stakes environment and will need some
alternative means of demonstrating
academic achievement.

We hope the state recognizes the necessity
to explore additional measurable alterna-

tives in an effort to accommodate the
diverse social, economic, mental, and
physical conditions of our student popula-
tion. Further, the state Legislature must
recognize that we cannot wait for students
to fail before we act. Without additional
resources, the 296 K-12 public school
districts in this state that are charged with
educating more than one million students
will not be able to help our students reach
the high standards that have been set for
them.

The community understands that as

academic expectations for our students
continue to increase, the expectations and
demands for educators have also dramati-
cally changed. Take a moment and ask a
veteran classroom teacher to compare
their current duties with the expectations
in the �good old days� decades ago. When
you do, you will find as I have, that these
passionate educators uniformly respond
that instructional demands for the class-
room teacher have changed dramatically,
and they have changed for the betterment
of all students.

Correspondingly, Puyallup�s instructional
team members are stepping up to do all
they can to help our students succeed.  As
a result, we are observing noticeable
student achievement increases in many of
our schools. Our dedicated school staff
members are working hard; and they
recognize they have a very important role
in helping students to realize achievement
gains and prepare them for careers and
citizenship beyond high school. I am very
proud of our staff members and the work
they do every day for our children.

Over the past few months, I have had an
opportunity to meet, talk and, more
importantly, listen to hundreds of staff and
community members in a variety of venues
� person-to-person conversations, small
focus groups, and large audiences. Within
these conversations, there is one consistent
message sent to me � both directly and
indirectly. Community and staff members
voice the message that our Puyallup
schools are very good schools and the
community should do all it can to make
them great schools for our students.

To that end, we need to carefully examine
our 2005-2006 budget priorities and our
response to decreasing state funding and
other resources. We must look for
potential cost savings and, through a
reconfiguration of our traditional organi-
zational staffing model, we need to
establish a more deliberate and effective
effort to improve student achievement. In
future communications to staff and
community, I will continue to share what I
believe we must do to meet the needs of
all learners.
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Lloyd
Freudenstein
School Board
Member

History reveals untapping of female talent
As a student of history for much of my
life, US history has drawn the greater
portion of my interest.  Looking back, it is
interesting to note changes in our social
institutions.  World War II saw some
major convulsions in those institutions.
The United States had a profound effect
on the world in general during that time.
Sometimes overlooked were the changes
which took place here at home.  More
specifically, major changes were to occur
for women in our society in the years
following World War II.

Military demand created a huge drain on
the labor force.  War production de-
manded the employment of women in an
array of jobs which never before were
considered within the capability of
women.  War needs opened doors which
led women to new skills and a growing
confidence.  Hundreds of thousands of
women gained the dignity and distinction
of receiving a paycheck with their name
on it � an uplifting experience many had
never enjoyed before.

What do we see today that would have
astonished people of 1940?  We see

women guiding locomotives down the
tracks, and women in the building trades.
In our present time we see a much greater
number of women in the professions:
doctors, lawyers, judges, law enforcement,
and business executives at all levels.
Women have certainly emerged on the
political scene as well.

An examination of the Puyallup School
District over the last 40-plus years gives
further support to the participation of
women in all aspects of our society.  My
wife, Carolyn, and I began teaching in
the Puyallup School District in 1962.
Memory tells me that two women held
roles in school administration at that
time.  Mrs. Martin was Principal at
Waller Road Elementary, and Mrs.

Florence Pope was Elementary Educa-
tion Director.

How things have changed here at home!
Since then, we see women teaching in
disciplines which would have seemed a
rarity, if not downright peculiar, 40
years ago.  We see women performing
administrative duties at all levels, with a
proficiency that matches their male
counterparts.

Of course, some of the biggest changes
have been in the extracurricular activities
offered to female students.  Where
competition in sports was at one time
limited to an organization known as the
Girls� Athletic Association (GAA), we see
today a full slate of opportunities for
women.  If we think back to the 1970s
when these programs emerged, we see
astonishing advances in the skill levels of
the participants.

Clearly, much of this has not come about
without struggle.  But what have we
gained? We have uncovered a pool of
talent that for many years remained
untapped.

Kalles Junior High hosts
Asian Culture Fair
Seventh graders (from left) Olivia
Toma and Haley Wright practice
the art of  Chinese brush painting
during the fourth annual Asian
Culture Fair at Kalles Junior High
School. In preparation for the
schoolwide fair, students
researched countries including
China, Japan, Korea, the
Philippines, Indonesia, India,
Malaysia, Cambodia, and Thailand.
The culture fair gives students an
opportunity to experience a
glimpse of the music, history, art,
foods, dance, language, games,
stories, and connections between
Asia and Washington state.

Karshner Museum will celebrate its 75th
anniversary during a special program
from 7 to 9 pm Thursday, May 12 at the
Museum. The evening program, which is

open to the public at no charge, will
feature a retrospective slide show of the
Museum�s past 75 years. The Spotlight
Players, a local actor�s group, will also
perform a section of their dinner theatre
show, �Murder at the Museum.� The full
performance is scheduled May 6, 7, 13,
14, 15, 20, and 21.

In other Museum news, Director Steve
Crowell has been traveling throughout
the District to visit students in kindergar-
ten through grade 12 as part of the
�Curator in the Classroom� series.

The next Family Day is scheduled from
10 am to 2 pm Saturday, May 7. The
theme is �Preservation Day,� and the
event will feature pioneer activities, a
presentation of Puyallup history,
readings from �Bearkiller,� old-time
crafts, and a chance to dress up in
pioneer clothing. Admission is $3 per
person or $6 per family. The Museum is
located at 309 Fourth Street NE.

Karshner Museum
celebrates 75th
anniversary May 12

Rogers High wins
state gymnastics title
The Rogers High School girls gymnastic
team captured the state title this year
after clinching the top spot at the Class
4A Gymnastics Championship at the
Tacoma Dome. Head Coach Heather
Renner was voted Gymnastics Coach Of
The Year by her peers.  A complete story
on the team�s state title and other winter
sports accomplishments will appear in
the May issue of �Connections.�
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PUYALLUP SCHOOL DISTRICT 150TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER TICKETS
APRIL 30, 2005 �  Puyallup High School

5 pm Program (Auditorium)          6:30 pm Dinner (Gymnasium)

Make your check payable to Puyallup School District. Mail your reservation form and check to 150 Years; Puyallup School District; 302 Second Street SE; Puyallup WA
98372. Tickets may be purchased in-person from the bookkeepers at Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, or Rogers high schools. Tickets are non-refundable after April 15, 2005.

Name_________________________________________________________If PSD Graduate, School____________________________Class of__________

Spouse________________________________________________________If PSD Graduate, School____________________________Class of__________

Address________________________________________________________City_____________________________State__________Zip ______________

Telephone (Day)_______________________(Evening)______________________E-mail______________________________

Number of Tickets (Deadline for ordering tickets is April 15, 2005)
_________$20  Adults      _________$18 Seniors age 60 and older and students ages 6 to 18;     Children 5 and younger are free.

PUYALLUP SCHOOL DISTRICT 150TH ANNIVERSARY FUN RUN/WALK
APRIL 30, 2005 � Sparks Stadium

Name (first)______________________________________(last)____________________________________________________

Address______________________________________City__________________State________Zip _____________ M/F______

E-mail__________________________Age as of 4/30/05 _______Telephone (Day)_______________ (Evening)______________

Participant Signature________________________________ Parent Signature (if under 18)_______________________________

Make your check payable to Puyallup School District. Mail your entry form and check to 150 Years; Puyallup School District; 302 Second Street SE; Puyallup WA 98372.
Shirts guaranteed to those who have registered by April 25. In-person registration is available at Sparks Stadium on the day of the event.
PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT CAREFULLY AND SIGN BELOW BEFORE SUBMITTING ENTRY: I know that running a road race is a potentially hazardous activity. I should not enter and run unless I am medically able and properly
trained. I agree to abide by any decision of a race official relative to my ability to safely complete the run. I assume all risks associated with running in this event including, but not limited to:  falls, contact with other participants, the effects of weather and temperature,
traffic and the conditions of the road, all such risk being known and appreciated by me. No dogs allowed, except those assisting people with visual or hearing impairments. NO WHEELCHAIRS, BABY JOGGERS, BIKES OR BABY STROLLERS WILL BE
ALLOWED ON THE RUN/WALK COURSE DUE TO THE RISK ASSOCIATED WITH THE RACE COURSES NOT BEING CLOSED TO VEHICULAR TRAFFIC. Having read this waiver and knowing these facts and in consideration of your
accepting my entry, I, for myself and anyone entitled to act on my behalf, waive and release the Puyallup School District and all sponsors, their representatives and successors from all claims and liabilities of any kind arising out of my participation in this event even though
that liability may arise out of negligence or carelessness on the part of the persons named in this waiver. I grant permission to all of the foregoing to use any photographs, motion pictures, recordings, and other record of this event for any legitimate purpose.

Nominate an Honoree for the �Walk Through Time�

Print or type the Nominee�s Name __________________________________

Accomplishment: (Please attach a sheet of paper explaining the nominee�s accomplishment in 150 words or less).
Nominations must be received by March 31, 2005. Mail to 150 Years; Puyallup School District; 302 Second Street SE; Puyallup WA 98372. For more information and additional
applications, visit the District Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/ourdistrict/news/150yr-1.cfm.

The person may be an alumni of Puyallup School District, a past or present Puyallup School District employee, or someone who has volunteered or served our School
District. A panel of judges will review the nominations and select 150 people to be recognized for their accomplishments on April 30, 2005.

Shirt Size (circle)  S  M   L  XL

Address _______________________________________________________

City ____________________________  State_______Zip ______________

Telephone _______________________ E-mail _______________________

Entry Fees:

$5 5-K Walk

$5 Senior
Stroll

$5 1-K Junior Jog
(10 and under)
$2 Diaper Dash
(Shirt not Included)

$10 5-K Run

Print your Name ________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________

City ____________________________  State_______Zip ______________

Telephone ________________________ E-mail ______________________
Alumni ❑ Employee:  present ❑ past ❑ Volunteer ❑
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A talented group of young student
musicians, many of whom first learned to
play chimes at Firgrove Elementary, are
now part of a regional chime choir group
that receives requests to perform through-
out the Northwest and is working this
spring on its first recording.

The Puyallup Youth Chime Choir, led by
former Firgrove music teacher Linda

Miller, is made up of 13
musicians � both
Puyallup students and
area home schoolers �
in grades five through
nine. When Miller left
Firgrove several years
ago to teach in the
Education Division at
Saint Martin�s College
in Lacey, she was
contacted by the

Firgrove students� families and asked to
direct a non-profit community chime choir.

�I�ve been teaching some of these ninth-

Youth Chime Choir performs throughout Northwest

Puyallup Youth Chime Choir members (from left) Lori McMullan,
Samantha Shotwell, and Erika Bowers perform during a recent
concert at Emerald Ridge High School.

grade students since they were in fourth
grade, so it has been an amazing process
to watch their growth as musicians,� says
Miller. �They now catch their own
mistakes and make suggestions about how
to interpret pieces. They even request
additional rehearsal time if they feel they
need more work on a piece. It pleases me
a lot that they care that much about it.�

One of the long-time members of the
group is Karen Clancy, an eighth grader at
Stahl Junior High School. Four years ago
Clancy had to stand on a stool just to see
over the chime table. Today, she is not
only one of the veteran chime players, but
also often accompanies the group on
piano. The two to three hours a week that
she spends rehearsing with the Chime
Choir is time well-spent, she says.

�It�s so great playing with a bunch of people
who are so involved in music,� says Clancy.
�It�s also fun helping the younger members in
the group learn how to play the chimes and
learn to count. I love the sound of chimes � they really have their own, unique sound.�

For Alina Bowers, a fourth-grade student who
is homeschooled, the chance to participate in
the Chime Choir is a lot of fun, especially
during the performances.  �My sisters are
both in the chime choir, so I learned about it
from them,� she says.  Although she is among
the youngest members of the group, she finds
that others are always willing to help her.

In addition to playing in the chime choir,
many of the members play additional
instruments through private study or in
school music programs. Eighth grader
Wesley Gilcrease, a student at Stahl Junior
High School, joined the Chime Choir a
year-and-a-half ago. He says his participa-
tion in the choir has improved his abilities
on the string bass in the school orchestra.

�Chime Choir has been a very good
experience for me, because it has helped me
with my sight-reading for playing the string
bass. Also, the chimes have a very interest-
ing sound. They are an amazing instrument.�

In their recent annual holiday concert and
fund raiser at Emerald Ridge High School,
the group played a selection of pieces
before a crowd of more than 100 guests.

They also performed last fall at the
Puyallup Fair and have made guest
appearances as far north as Canada.

Miller started using the chimes in her
music classes in Puyallup soon after the
instruments became readily available in
the United States. During her four years at
Firgrove Elementary, a group of students
interested in chimes started playing in a
lunch group, which eventually evolved
into an audition-based performance group.

Miller�s daughter, Heather Provencio, a
19-year veteran ringer and a music teacher
at Karshner and Mt. View elementary
schools, serves as the choir�s assistant
director. Miller and Provencio meet
weekly with the students to rehearse.

The group is currently expanding to
include students from a larger geographi-
cal area with the hopes of dividing into
two groups � one made up of students in
grades four through six, and another for
students in grades seven through 12. It is
helpful, but not required, to have some
background in music to perform with this
group. If interested in auditioning for the
group or for more information, email
Miller at lmiller@stmartin.edu.

District unveils 2005-06 draft
budget at public forums this month

Linda Miller

The community will have a chance to
review and comment on a draft budget
for the 2005-06 school year during
three public forums scheduled this
month.

Public comments are welcome on:

March 30: 9 to 11 am
March 30: 6:30 to 8:30 pm
March 31: 6:30 to 8:30 pm

All three sessions will be held at the
School District�s Education Service
Center, 302 Second Street SE in
Puyallup.

The District is required by law to
prepare and present a balanced 2005-
06 budget by July 10 and adopt a final
budget by August 31. The first public
hearing is tentatively scheduled at the
April 25 School Board meeting. The

final budget will be presented at a
second Board public hearing for review
and final adoption following the
conclusion of the legislative session.

With the state facing a $2.2 billion
shortfall, the Puyallup School District
and other educational institutions
across Washington are bracing for a
series of fiscal challenges next year.

Student enrollment in Puyallup is
expected to increase by 264 students
next year, putting additional pressure
on already overcrowded facilities.
Student achievement goals, including
those related to the No Child Left
Behind Act, will also require increased
investment as the District creates
interventions and extended learning
opportunities for students to help them
meet academic standards.
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Community encouraged to attend public forums this
month for elementary boundary study proposals
The community is invited to participate in
one of three public forums this month to
review and provide feedback for the
South Hill elementary school boundary
proposals.

Forums are scheduled from 7 to 8:30 pm
March 23 at Brouillet Elementary, March
24 at Hunt Elementary, and March 31 at
Pope Elementary.

The South Hill Elementary School
Boundary Study Committee, made up of
28 parents and staff members, has been
working since November to develop
balanced and equitable boundaries.

The outcome of this work is the proposed
school attendance boundaries for five
South Hill elementary schools that will
take effect September 2007 when
Elementary #22 and #23 open for classes.
The two new elementary schools,
currently in the design phase, are being
built as part of the $198.5 million bond
passed by voters in February 2004.
Brouillet, Hunt, and Pope elementary
schools have also been part of the
boundary study.

The committee considered the current
and future enrollment of the area served
by the five schools, and it had to balance
the capacities of each school with
population and growth projections for
the area. Committee members also
examined walking and transportation
patterns and strived for a balance of
population among the five schools as
projected for 2007 and beyond.

As part of its work, the committee
considered natural geography, economic
and ethnic diversity, neighborhood impact,
and family impact. With all of these
factors in mind, members debated numer-
ous boundary ideas, which resulted in a
recommendation that was logical, bal-
anced, and beneficial to the greatest
number of students and families.

The five schools serve the Sunrise and
Silver Creek housing developments, both

of which are seeing tremendous growth.
�One challenge the committee has faced is
knowing that hundreds of homes in these
areas are being built very quickly,� says
Linda Quinn, Director of Administrative
Services. �Many families with children
will be moving in to these new neighbor-
hoods over the next couple years. In fact,
our new schools, even at the larger
capacity of 750 students each, could very
well be close to capacity as soon as they
open their doors.�

Because of this, the committee took the
use of portables at the five elementary
schools into consideration as they made
their suggestions as to the best possible
boundaries to draw.

�The research that the committee
undertook, the information they asked
for from one meeting to the next, really
shows the careful thought that the
committee members put into these
recommendations,� says Quinn. �While
we know that not everyone is likely to

be completely happy with the boundary
proposal, it�s important to note that the
goal of the committee was to create the
best possible learning environments for
the greatest number of children while
maximizing favorable impacts on
families and the community.�

The work of this Boundary Study
Committee opened up questions about the
boundaries of other elementary schools.
However, the defined scope of this
committee was to develop a recommen-
dation only for the South Hill elementary
school boundaries. A future boundary
study will address the other District
elementary schools. With the new Junior
High #7 being built for occupancy in
2008, also in the Sunrise area, a junior
high school boundary study will be
needed as well.

The committee will review community
feedback from the forums and is expected
to submit a recommendation to the Board
of Directors in April.

As part of the school bond approved by
voters in February 2004, all teachers
throughout the District are receiving a
laptop computer.

With computer rollouts taking place
one school at a time since September,
the Instructional Technology group has
delivered 900 computers to date to
teachers, along with an accompanying
three-hour training. By June, all 1,200
computers will be in teachers� hands.

In addition, more than 274 instructional
media carts containing a document
camera, projector, and speakers have
been delivered to District classrooms.
These Information Communication
Stations (ICSs) can be used on their
own or connected to a computer to
project lesson plans, Web sites, and
video. About 300 teachers have also
attended the associated three-hour ICS
training workshop conducted by the
instructional technology facilitators.

�We can�t have enough of these ICS
workshops,� says Glenn Malone,
Capital Projects Technology Planner.
�As soon as we post our schedule, the
classes are full. Teachers are very

enthusiastic about
their document
camera stations.�

Combined, teachers
say the new equip-
ment supports
interactive learning
and generates
student interest in
subjects across the
curriculum.

Most recently, Puyallup and Rogers high
schools received their portable comput-
ers in January, followed last month by
Ballou Junior High, and Pope and
Woodland elementary schools. This
month, portable computers will be in the
hands of teachers at Zeiger Elementary,
Stahl Junior High, and Emerald Ridge
and Walker high schools, says Malone.

900 teachers receive
laptop computers
and related training

Glenn Malone

South Hill Elementary School Boundary Study Committee members
David Sunich and Amy Littleton review maps of  the area.



The following is a regular
feature that  appears in each
issue of Connections, updating
the community of progress made
on the $198.5 million school
bond approved by voters in
February 2004.

Projects completed
� Design phase for Fruitland Elemen-

tary classroom addition

� Site surveys for Elementary #22
and #23

Projects under way
� Detailed design for the rebuild of

Aylen and Kalles junior highs

� Rogers Aquatic Center HVAC
project has gone out to bid; work to
begin while pool is closed over
spring break April 4 to 8

� Public forums for interim housing
and school boundary recommenda-
tions for South Hill elementary
schools, including Elementary #22
and #23

Future projects
� The Fruitland and Meeker Elemen-

tary remodel projects will go to bid
this spring and construction will
begin this summer

� Technology Support Center on the
Kalles Junior High campus to be
relocated to the central kitchen/
warehouse area on South Hill
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School bond update
Technology Support Center to be relocated
When there�s a computer malfunction in
the classroom that requires on-site help,
students can be left sitting and waiting
until a technology specialist arrives to fix
the problem. For schools on the outer
edges of the District, such as Northwood
Elementary or Emerald Ridge High
School, this can take a while, wasting
valuable class time.

However, by the fall of 2007, response
time to all schools in the District will be
improved. That�s when the Technology
Support Center will be relocated from the
Kalles Junior High campus downtown to
the center of the District at 1501 39th

Avenue SE on South Hill.

Kalles Junior High is being rebuilt as part
of the school bond approved by voters last
February. The redesign and reconstruction
efforts will displace the Technology
Support Center, which currently sits on the
south side of the campus at 311 Seventh
Avenue SE.

The Technology Support Center is
responsible for computer hardware and
software, networking, programming,
repair, and Help Desk services for District
students and staff. It also is responsible for
the District�s audio-visual systems and
telephone systems.

The Bond Oversight Committee recently
studied the pros and cons of several
alternatives. These choices were to keep
the Technology Support Center at its
current location, add a new Technology
Support Center within the new Kalles
Junior High building, purchase land with
an existing building, lease an existing
building, or build a new facility on
existing District property.

At a Board meeting in January, Bond
Oversight Committee Co-chairs Ellen Sas
and Assistant Superintendent for Manage-
ment Services Debra Aungst presented the
committee�s recommendation that a new
facility be built on District property
alongside the central kitchen, warehouse,
and bus barn. They listed several reasons
for the recommendation, and the Board of

Directors voted unanimously in favor of
the proposal.

Keeping the Technol-
ogy Support Center at
Kalles would have
likely used land that
could otherwise be
used for an athletic
field. Said Aungst,
�Although it�s the
least costly to keep
the Technology
Support Center

where it is now, the Bond Oversight
Committee members felt that this really
didn�t solve any problems. Most impor-
tantly, they felt that sacrificing an athletic
field was simply too high a price for our
students to pay.�

The current Technology Support Center
also has no facilities for the many work-
shops it conducts. This is particularly
critical now that numerous instructional
technology classes are taking place for all
of the teachers learning to become
productive with their new laptops and

Information Communication Stations
(ICSs) that were also funded by the bond.

Another problem is that there is no on-site
parking for staff at the current Technology
Support Center � only parking on the side
streets in the Kalles neighborhood. While
planning and design is just now beginning
for the new Technology Support Center, it�s
expected that there will at least be a confer-
ence room in which training can take place.
There will be parking available as well.

The new location of the Technology
Support Center will have several advan-
tages. Capital Projects Educational Planner
Casey Cox says, �The District receives
thousands of pieces of technology equip-
ment per year. Having the Technology
Support Center next to the District
warehouse reduces handling and just
makes good logistical sense. This also
greatly reduces the number of trucking
deliveries at Kalles, which improves the
safety and security of the students there.�

Planning and pre-design efforts are already
under way for the relocation project.

The School Board unanimously agreed in January to relocate the
existing Technology Support Center (shown above adjacent to Kalles
Junior High) to a new site on South Hill on District property adjacent
to the central kitchen, warehouse, and bus barn.

Debra Aungst
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Schools raise nearly $50,000 for tsunami relief organizations

�The idea of having an entire school district take this
on really speaks to the spirit of Puyallup.�

Lynn Magnuson, Regional Director
Church World Service

Individually, it didn�t seem like much.
Woodland Elementary students sold hot
chocolate at recess.  Fruitland Elementary
organized a schoolwide read-a-thon.
Firgrove Elementary held a garage sale.
Rogers High passed empty, two-liter pop
bottles marked �tsunami relief� around the
stands during a home basketball game.
Puyallup High invited a radio station to do
a remote broadcast and collect donations
before school, and many schools set out
containers for loose change.

Collectively, however, the 31 schools in the
Puyallup School District raised nearly
$50,000 for various tsunami relief organiza-
tions. They also collected thousands of
toothbrushes, soap, washcloths, and other
basic health and hygiene items for a
Districtwide �Health Kits� project.

Nearly $20,000 of the money donated
was earmarked for Communities in
Schools of Puyallup (CISP) to go toward
supplies for the Health Kits. More than
100 people, including students, school
staff, members of various faith organiza-
tions, and other community members
worked side-by-side in a red barn at the
Puyallup Fairgrounds last month to fill
11,000 Health Kits with basic health
items. The kits were shipped last month
to areas in Southeast Asia hardest hit by
the December 26 tsunami.

�This is by far the largest collection of
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�A wave of sorrow has been followed by a
wave of kindness.� Chris Loftis, Executive Director

Communities in Schools of Puyallup

 and team with community to assemble Health Kits

this type in the Pacific Northwest
region,� says Lynn Magnuson, Regional
Director of Church World Service, a
humanitarian relief organization that
will deliver the kits to tsunami survivors.
�The idea of having an entire School
District take this on really speaks to the
spirit of Puyallup,� says Magnuson.
�They are giving more than tubes of
toothpaste � they are giving them hope
for the future.�

Chris Loftis, Executive Director of
Communities in Schools of Puyallup,
told the group of helpers of all ages
assembled at the Puyallup Fairgrounds,
�A wave of sorrow has been followed by
a wave of kindness.� Loftis and Dave
Robbs, administrator of CityGate
Church who helped organize the
assembling of the Health Kits, received
certificates and words of thanks last
month from the Puyallup School Board.

Other relief organizations benefiting
from the outpouring of generosity across
the School District include the American
Red Cross, World Vision, Mercy Corps,
UNICEF, HorizonLanka Education
Network, Lotus Bud Orphanage in Sri
Lanka, and Northwest Medical Teams.

See related story on  page 10 about how
a science teacher incorporated the news
of the devastating tsunami into her daily
lesson plans.
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Junior high science students study effects of tsunami

Ballou Junior High seventh grader Zaneta Huang works on a tsunami
project in Kendall Looney�s science class.

It�s a science lesson they will never forget.

As the world reeled from the news of the
massive tsunami in southeast Asia, seventh
graders in Kendall Looney�s science class
at Ballou Junior High spent a full week in
January documenting the tragedy through
lessons in math, geography, English,
science, and art.

They printed maps of southeast Asia and
pinpointed areas such as Sri Lanka,
Thailand, and Indonesia.

They calculated the death tolls in those
countries, then learned to use a protractor
to create pie charts documenting the
percentage of lives lost compared to the
population in each country.

They read and watched eyewitness news
accounts of the giant wave and devastation
that followed, then wrote five-paragraph
summaries about what they learned.

They watched video about how tsunamis
start and learned that the waves in some of

the areas hardest hit were estimated to be
between 40 and 50 feet in height as they
crashed onto the shores.

And they created posters that summarized
their research, including maps, color-
coded pie charts, and the five-paragraph
summaries.

�After finishing an intensive study on this
massive disaster, I could tell the kids felt
great anguish for those who survived,� says
Looney, adding several were in tears after
watching some of the eyewitness accounts.

Their emotions moved them to help out in
a big way as they raised $875 and contrib-
uted more than 500 items such as tooth-
brushes and combs for a Districtwide
�Health Kits� project for tsunami survi-
vors (see pages 8 and 9 for more on this
project).

�We learned what happened, where it
happened, and how it relates to us,� says
student Dillon Pruett. �This was very
helpful because it was real life.�

(Photo at left): Breaking ground at the new South Hill Heritage
Recreation Center are (from left) School Board President Bruce
Dammeier; Pierce County Parks and Recreation Citizen�s Advisory
Board Chairman Dave Morrell; Pierce County Parks and Recreation
Director Jan Wolcott; Rep. Joyce McDonald, 25th Legislative
District; Pierce County Council members Calvin Goings and Roger
Bush, School District Construction Supervisor Will Samuelson, and
Director of  Facilities Rudy Fyles.

Construction begins on Heritage
Recreation Center on South Hill
Pierce County and Puyallup School
District officials kicked off a partnership
project in January when they broke ground
for a new recreation complex.

The $8 milllion Heritage Recreation
Center is located between Rogers High
School and Zeiger Elementary School on
South Hill and will be available for
community use, as well as for Puyallup
School District activities.

The new complex, scheduled for comple-
tion in spring 2006, will feature a
baseball field, four softball fields, six
natural turf soccer fields, flood lighting
for the four softball fields and one soccer
field, a concessions and restroom
building, a children�s play area, a
maintenance and building yard, and 468
parking stalls.

continued on page 14
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Puyallup School District�s Seventh
Annual Science Fair, �Science Explora-
tions 2005,� will be held April 14-17
during the Spring Fair at the Puyallup
Fairgrounds.

Student science fair projects and
demonstrations will be on display
upstairs in the Pavilion building
throughout the weekend. The Science
Fair is a cooperative effort between the
Puyallup School District and the
Western Washington Fair with the
support of 150-plus volunteers including
judges, monitors, registrars, and other
behind-the-scenes workers.

The Science Fair gives students an
opportunity to demonstrate their
knowledge and understanding of the
scientific method and process in an area
of their choice. A science project tries to
answer a specific question or solve a
problem by experimenting, making
observations, and recording data.

Students in grades four through 12 will
also compete against each other in a
timed event called the Straw Tower
Contest at 4:30 pm Thursday, April 14.
The community is encouraged to stop by
and cheer on students.

This year�s Family Science Literacy
Series will include groups such as the
Pacific Science Center, Pierce College�s
Scienclubonium, and students from the
elementary and secondary schools who
will demonstrate a variety of science
experiments.  Pacific Science Center will
have demonstrations of chemical and
physical phenomena starting at 4:30 pm
April 16 and 17 on the second floor of
the Pavilion building. The Pacific
Science Center presentations are part of
the Science Literacy Series sponsored by
Bank of America.

The Science Fair awards ceremony
begins at 6 pm Sunday, April 17.

For more information, contact the
School District�s Science Resource
Center at (253) 840-8970.

Science Explorations
2005 at Spring Fair

Nick Bleich, a seventh grader in Mike Hagmann�s
science class at Ferrucci Junior High School,
learns to use a microscope.

Emerald Ridge High
hosts World Week
All 1,400 students at Emerald
Ridge High School participated
last month in a week-long �World
Week: Building Bridges in a
Fragile World.� The event
focused on cultural awareness,
world affairs, and politics.

The week culminated with a
World�s Fair, in which students
shared the culture of  their
researched countries through
food, costume, dance, reports,
and creative artwork and
decorations. (Photo at left):
Sophomore Zed Gonzalez
shares the culture of  Congo
during the World�s Fair.

The School Board agreed to increase the amount of science education
students receive in grades seven and eight from one semester to a full
year in both grades.

The Board also agreed that a one-year elective previously offered in
performance arts in the seventh grade be expanded to include a
variety of arts electives, including performance and visual arts.
Students will be able to take one year of band, orchestra, vocal music,
drama, or visual arts. In addition, seventh graders will continue to be
able to take a one semester general elective class in drama, visual art,
fitness, or career and technical education.

Since increasing science to a full year will result in eighth graders
losing a semester elective class, the District will offer students the
option to take a fitness class outside of the school day. The extra
period of fitness will be offered before or after school at each of the
District�s six junior highs, depending on school needs. This class
could serve up to 80 eighth-grade students at each building during the
year. By taking the fitness class outside of the school day, students can
take a full year general elective (in arts, career and technical educa-
tion, or other areas) during regular school hours, as well as a half-year
general elective class. Transportation to school will be students�
responsibility if the class is offered before regular school hours.

During a recent School Board meeting, President Bruce Dammeier
expressed the need for a �robust science curriculum� to prepare
students to be successful on the Washington Assessment of Student
Learning (WASL) and beyond high school in an increasingly techno-
logical world.

Science education increases
in grades seven and eight
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District launches redesigned Web site

A screen shot shows the first images and articles that appeared on
the home page of  the redesigned Puyallup School District Web site,
which was launched in February after several years of  planning and
preparation.

A newly designed Puyallup School
District Web site, featuring user-friendly
search tools, timely news information,
and an eye-appealing home page, is
available at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

In the early stages of the new Web site
development, a team made up of
District staff and members of the Puget
Sound Educational Service District
(PSESD) met together and with the
public to learn what information would
be most helpful on the site. In the
redesign phase, the PSESD Online
Development Center staff consulted
with a District consultant on Web site
content management, as well as numer-
ous School District staff, to add useful
tools, make it user-friendly, and provide
information requested by the public.

�We are very proud of our new Web site,�
says Karen Hansen,
Director of Commu-
nications and
Executive Services.
�Because of great
input from staff and
community, we were
able to design a Web
site that is user
friendly, logical, easy
to navigate, and
appealing to the eye.

 I believe it presents a very pleasant
�gateway� into our District.�

According to Teresa Stover, the
District�s consultant on Web site content
management, the biggest change the
public will notice is a new look and
organization.  The new design makes it
easier to find topics of interest to the
public, including sections on student
learning, career and technical education,
enrollment, college planning, student
services, and community partnerships.

In addition to a new design and organi-
zation, the new site features news and an
event list and calendar that are updated
on a regular basis. The home page also
has links to several ongoing issues or
activities, such as updates on school
bond projects and stories related to the
District�s 150th anniversary.

Karen Hansen

There are two options for highly
capable elementary students in the
Puyallup School District�s QUEST
program.  In the pullout option,
selected students in grades one
through six spend one full day per
school week at the QUEST enrich-
ment center.  Testing for the pullout
option occurs in September.

In the self-contained option, selected
students in grades three through six
attend a full time program at one of
two regional sites.  Testing for the
self-contained option takes place in
April and May.

Best served in the self-contained
setting are students whose accelerated
rate of learning makes it difficult for
differentiated instruction in the
regular classroom.

Meeker Elementary and Zeiger
Elementary both house a 3rd/4th grade
classroom and a 5th/6th classroom.
Staff, parents, students, or community
members may nominate students for
this self-contained program.

 A Parent Permission for Assessment
form, available at all elementary
schools or the QUEST office, must be
completed by the parent and submit-
ted to QUEST before the selection
process can take place.  For more
information, contact the QUEST
office at (253) 841-8751.

QUEST testing set
in April and May

Call for Food
Service workers
Permanent and substitute food service
workers are needed to help serve
school lunches. Permanent staff
salary starts at $9 per hour and
substitutes are paid $7.35 per hour.
To apply, fill out an application at the
personnel office at the Education
Service Center, 302 Second Street SE
in Puyallup, or call the Food Service
office at (253) 841-8773.

New interactive tools also increase the
functionality of the site. Users can find
tools that help them find contact
numbers and e-mail addresses of
District staff, as well as links to the
District calendar, bus schedules, school
lunch menus, and emergency informa-
tion, and schools.

Additionally, a well-used link to Grolier
Online � an online encyclopedia and
reference source � can be reached on
the top right side of the District�s home
page by clicking on �Quick Links,� then
�Links,� then �Grolier Online.�

For those interested in employment with
the Puyallup School District, certifi-
cated, classified, and administrative
staff positions are continuously updated.
In addition, applications can be down-
loaded from the Web page.

�The big change was that previously
there was a large mix of internal and
external information on the public Web
site,� says Stover.  �Now it�s really

designed as a public Web site, with a
staff link to the intranet for internal
information.�

While the District Web site has been
redesigned, Web sites for individual
schools have not been changed through
this process.  Many of the sites for
individual schools have been designed
over the years through community and
student volunteer efforts. A team of
work-based learning students continue
to work at the Technology Service
Center to provide updated content and
assistance to schools seeking changes to
their Web sites.

Community members who previously
bookmarked individual school Web sites
need to change the �www� prefix to
�schools.�

Comments about the Web site�s functions
can be emailed to the Web master by
clicking on �Contact Us� at the bottom
of the screen or on the �Quick Links�
section at the top right of the home page.
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Students appear at regional music events Parent-teacher group
forms to support
students with autism
Autism affects one in every 167 people
and is ranked nationally as the fastest
growing developmental disability in
America. More than 100 students with
autism or related disabilities are in
Puyallup schools, and a new parent-
teacher group has formed to learn more
about the neurologically-based disabil-
ity, as well as advocate for students and
their families.

Laurel Taggart, the mother of a 7-year-
old son with autism, heads up the new
group, �Advocating for Students with
Autism in Puyallup� (ASAP).  The
group held its first meeting in January
and gathers the third
Thursday of every
month at 7 pm at
Shaw Road Elemen-
tary.  �This is a great
step to help every-
one understand
autism better,� says
Taggart.

In recognition of
Autism Awareness
Month in April, ASAP, in cooperation
with the School District and newly
opened University of Washington
Tacoma Autism Center, will have an
outreach booth at the South Hill Mall
from 1 to 5 pm on April 9 and 16.

A close partner with this new group is
the School District�s Special Services
Department �Spectrum Disorder
Support Team.� The team formed last
spring to enhance the education of
students diagnosed with autism, as well
as those who display similar characteris-
tics.

Autism is a developmental disorder
that affects a child�s ability to commu-
nicate and relate to others socially. The
severity of autism can vary, with
individuals on one end of the spectrum
needing assistance in almost all aspects
of their daily lives, and those on the
opposite end able to function at a high

Laurel Taggart

continued on page 16

This is an exciting time of year for students who qualify to
perform at state and regional conferences and contests, and
once again Puyallup has had a strong representation of
musicians of all ages at these annual events.

Choral, band, and orchestra students from throughout the
District auditioned for and were selected to perform this
month in the All State �ArtsTime� conference in Tukwila.
Eighteen elementary students from Fruitland, Ridgecrest,
and Shaw Road elementary schools were chosen to perform
in the All State Elementary Honor Chorus Concert. Another
16 junior high and high school musicians joined their peers
from around the state in the All-State Band, Orchestra, and
Choir concert.

Last month, more than 25 junior high and high school
students in Puyallup performed at the National Association
for Music Education Northwest Division conference in
Bellevue. The choir, band, and orchestra performances
featured students from Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Mon-
tana, Alaska, and Wyoming.

Another honor for local student musicians was an invitation
to perform in February at the American Choral Directors
Association 2005 national convention in Los Angeles.
Students from Emerald Ridge High and Ballou and Aylen
junior highs auditioned for and were selected from among
thousands of applicants for this event. In January, several
high school students were selected to perform in the PLU
Northwest High School Honor Band.

Next month, the Rogers High Concert Choir, directed by
Pat Michel, will travel to New York City and perform at
St. Patrick�s Cathedral on 5th Avenue and St. Paul�s Chapel
at Ground Zero. In May, Emerald Ridge High band students,
directed by Doug Minkler, will perform at the Vancouver
Heritage International Music Festival in British Columbia.

Sam Lynch, a ninth grader at Ferrucci Junior High, will
perform with the All State Orchestra this month. He is
among 16 junior and senior high school students
selected for the honor of  appearing at the statewide
event in Tukwila.

(Photo at left) Puyallup High
School students selected to
perform in the All Northwest
Honor Choir, which performed
last month in Bellevue, include:

Back row from left: Emerald
Peterson, Julie Hobson, Nodia
Omar, Holly Barkhurst, and Aaron
Broberg.

Front row, from left: DJ Phinisey,
Rachel Scholtz, Lisa Vu, Morgan
Sharpe, Danielle Corp, and Jason
Barkley.
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Although he�s often found on the sidelines
and behind the scenes, Puyallup High
School Head Football Coach Tom Ingles
took center stage recently as he was
inducted into the Washington State
Football Coaches Hall of Fame.

The 112 coaches in the Hall of Fame have
been selected based on their work to help
students improve both personally and
athletically through football coaching.
Inductees must also have served as a head
football coach for at least 12 seasons and
be a member of the Washington State
Coaches Association.  Former Puyallup

football coach Mike
Huard was also
selected for this honor.

This year Ingles
completed his 33rd year
as a high school coach,
including many years
as a head coach. He has
coached football,
basketball, girls�
softball, baseball, and

swimming, but eventually settled on
coaching football as his primary coaching
commitment.

�I loved coaching all three sports (foot-
ball, basketball, and baseball), but I
eventually chose football because I felt
like I could do more and affect more
students through football,� says Ingles.  �I
could also do more with less talent and at
the beginning of my career I wasn�t in a
talent-rich school.�

He coached football at Liberty High
School in Issaquah and was eventually
recruited to Kentwood High School
where he served for 14 years as the head
football coach.  The team played for
three of the last five state championships,
winning two of them.  He retired after
teaching for 30 years, then participated in
the retire/rehire program.

�To be a successful coach, you have to be
in love with the process and have a real
affection for young people,� says Ingles.

�I�ve really enjoyed taking them from a
starting point and helping them improve
their skills along the way.  I had some
great role models when I was young,
including some college coaches who were
mentors and role models to me.�

Over the years, Ingles has taught social
studies, physical education, health/
biology, and traffic safety.  He has served
for periods of time as Dean of Students
and Athletic Director.  He also taught
summer school 24 of his first 30 years of
teaching and spent two summers teaching
at a prison.

This year is his first year at Puyallup High
School, but so far he has been very
impressed by the experience.  At Puyallup,
he teaches US History and Civics in
addition to coaching football.  �Puyallup
is different from other schools.  I�m taken
with how nice the students are here,� he
says.  This year, the Vikings football team
went undefeated in the South Puget Sound
League and made it to the playoffs.

�I think the reason we were so successful
this year was because of our coaching
staff,� says Puyallup football player Makai

Borden.  �When Coach Ingles came to
Puyallup, he brought a swagger with him.
It wasn�t a cocky swagger � it was one of
confidence. I owe a lot to Coach Ingles.
As a running back and defensive back, he
taught me how to read the field and the
opponent�s body position.�

Jeff Kindle, Puyallup High School
Athletic Director, agrees.  �There is a

Puyallup High football coach
inducted into state Hall of Fame

presence about Tom Ingles that is hard
to describe. It is a feeling that is found
only in the presence of the great ones �
a feeling of control and respect for
players, and players for coaches.
Athletic programs and coaches are often
described as a �class act.� For me, the
definition of class would read �Tom
Ingles, Head Football Coach, Puyallup
High School.��

Recreation Center

Ray Tobiason

Puyallup High School Head Football Coach Tom Ingles reviews plays
with his team. (photo courtesy of Cierra Holland)

Tom Ingles

Pierce County will pay for the construc-
tion cost, while the School District has
provided the land and
is sharing in the
facility operational
costs. �This partner-
ship sets the standard
of how we need to
work together as
governmental
agencies,� says
School Board
President Bruce
Dammeier. Dammeier
says everyone involved
with the project owes former Puyallup
Schools Superintendent Ray Tobiason a
�huge debt of thanks� for helping make
the Recreation Center possible.

continued from page 10

In a letter to Tobiason, current Puyallup
School District Superintendent Tony
Apostle thanked him for his foresight 20
years ago in directing the School District
to purchase the land between Rogers High
and Zeiger Elementary.

At Tobiason�s direction in 1985, the
Puyallup School District purchased
approximately 32 acres between Rogers
High and Zeiger Elementary. �Of course,
not many people would have envisioned
the need for schools and parks at that time
in what was then a rural, unpopulated, and
undeveloped area of Pierce County ... I
just wanted you to know that your legacy
still remains with us and that we have not
forgotten you and your life�s dedicated
work for the Puyallup community and its
children,� wrote Apostle.

The groundbreaking ceremony was
attended by about 50 people, including

government officials, School District
staff, and citizens, who have been either
directly or indirectly involved in the
development of the project.

Guests participating in the groundbreaking
ceremony included Dammeier, Pierce
County Council members Calvin Goings
and Roger Bush, Pierce County Chief of
Staff Lyle Quasim, and Pierce County
Parks and Recreation Director Jan
Wolcott. Others on hand for the ceremo-
nial shoveling of the dirt included School
Board member Lloyd Freudenstein, Rep.
Joyce McDonald of the 25th Legislative
District, Rogers High administrators,
Director of Facilities Rudy Fyles,
Construction Supervisor Will Samuelson,
and Apostle.

The site is within the South Hill Heritage
Corridor, and a history marker at the site
will describe its historical significance.
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Visiting Chinese teacher Ma Lin demonstrates the art of  Chinese
paper cutting for Karshner Elementary School students.

Since their airplane touched down in
America, this year�s visiting Chinese
exchange teacher and the first-ever group
of exchange students from Shanghai were
struck by the natural beauty of Washington
state, the way in which students incorporate
bright colors in their artwork, and the
kindness and friendship shown to them by
Puyallup�s students, staff, and host families.

The Chinese teacher who spent two months
here, and the students who visited for two
weeks, learned about American culture at
the same time that they shared about their
own homeland through talks, demonstra-
tions, and informal chats over school lunch.

�I hope through my lectures and demonstra-
tions that more American students will learn
about modern China and its ancient culture,�
says Ma Lin (Mah-Lean), the School
District�s 14th visiting exchange teacher from
Shanghai�s prestigious #3 Girls School.

Ma (last names are listed first in China)
lives near the center of Shanghai in an
apartment with her husband and son, as
well as her husband�s parents. She teaches
tenth-grade English and sixth-grade
bilingual biology and won first prize in the
English Teaching Competition in 1996 and
2003 in the Chang Ning District.

holes to create a stencil. She also talked
about traditions and customs associated
with the Chinese New Year, which started
February 9, and other festivals where
Chinese people light firecrackers and hang
couplets (a form of poetry) on front gates to
symbolize good luck and prosperity.

Ma and the nine Chinese teenagers also
answered questions from students here
about how students their same age live and
go to school, as well as about the Chinese
government, education, and issues
affecting their country and Shanghai �
the largest city in China.

�China is becoming more and more
democratic with both political and
economic reforms,� says Ma. Education
continues to be highly competitive and a
focus among young people, who generally
do not date or hold jobs before college as
they spend time preparing for competitive
high school entrance exams.

English is compulsory in China beginning
in the earliest school grades. Like students
in America, Chinese students can partici-
pate in after-school clubs that focus on
sports or music.

Ma says she found it striking to see students�
skill in blending bright colors in their

Her visit from late December through the
end of last month and the historic first visit
by students in late January is part of an
ongoing exchange between the two coun-
tries. For years Puyallup staff has traveled to
China, and the first group of Puyallup
students visited the Asian country last year. A
second group of students will travel over
spring break to Shanghai. Chinese language
classes are taught at both Puyallup High and
Aylen Junior High schools, and lessons on
Chinese culture are incorporated throughout
District curricula.

The visiting teacher spent most of her two
months in Puyallup team-teaching first and
second year Chinese classes. She also
traveled to elementary schools throughout
the District to teach students how to write
calligraphy, tie Chinese knots, and master
Chinese paper cutting. The exchange
program coincided this year with the Kalles
Junior High annual Asian Culture Fair,
where Ma and the students celebrated their
Chinese culture with students and guests.

On a recent visit to Mike Stone�s sixth-
grade class at Karshner Elementary School,
Ma taught students the art of Chinese paper
cutting by having students cut out a paper
fish � first gluing a design to a colored
paper backing, then cutting out the inside

paintings and other art in Puyallup schools.
�The art is so beautiful here, and all the
colors are in harmony with each other.� She
also was surprised at how gardens are so
different in style and color from one house to
the next in Puyallup. �Western style gardens
are busier with bright color. You can feel
vitality, while Chinese classical gardens are
more peaceful.�

In addition to spending a typical day at
school with their teenage counterparts in
Puyallup, the nine visiting students also
toured some of the most popular sight-
seeing spots such as the Space Needle,
Mount Rainier, and the Capitol building.
They say they were impressed by the view
of the mountain from Puyallup and the
natural beauty of the state.

Several of the Chinese students found
commonalities in music and interest in pop
culture with students in America, and He
Yuan Qing said during a lunch break at
Puyallup High that she very much enjoyed
the school and the students. In Shanghai,
students are educated in the same class-
room throughout the day, and it is the
teachers who move from one classroom to
the next to teach different subjects. �The
lessons here are creative and new, such as
in journalism, nutrition, cooking, and
social studies,� she says.

Chinese teacher and students share culture in Puyallup

Chinese exchange students practice drumming during the Kalles
Junior High School Asian Culture Fair.
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Screenwriter teaches students to create movie scripts

Parent-teacher group forms

level. The exact cause of autism is
unknown.

The Special Services team offers staff
trainings, program development, and a
resource library available to staff, parents,
and the community.  It stays abreast of
current research and draws on the exper-
tise of staff at the UW Tacoma Autism
Center.   Students may need help with
everything from fine motor and gross
motor skills to self-care and social skills.

�I am excited about the new parent-
teacher support group because the parents
and school have to be linked,� says Amy
Okeze, lead team member of the Spectrum
Disorder Support Team. Okeze is an
occupational therapist completing her
administrative internship in Puyallup
Special Services. �There is no one who
knows the child better than the parents.�

Okeze says the District is committed to
providing more staff training on the
needs of children with autism and those
with related disabilities.

The District also created a classroom at
Waller Road Elementary this year to
serve students identified with �Aspergers
Syndrome� or who exhibit similar
behaviors.  Like autism, children with
Aspergers can have abnormal social
interactions, facial expressions, and
gestures. Tracie Cochran�s 7-year-old
son, Cruz, is a student in the new class
and receives support from speech,
occupational, and intervention special-
ists. Cochran leads a monthly support
group, �Parents of Autism Spectrum
Disorders.� For more information about
this group, email Cochran at
parentsofasd@msn.com.

For additional information about ASAP,
contact Laurel Taggart at
MacTaggart@comcast.net.

Aaron Taggart practices fine motor and social skills while playing a
memory game with his teacher, Barbara Casey, in the Elementary
Students Achieving Independent Living (E-SAIL) class at Shaw Road
Elementary. Aaron has autism.

continued from page 13

Washington State Artist in Residence Monica Woelfel, a screenwriter
from Orcas Island, helps Firgrove Elementary School first-graders
(from left) Ayanna Jones, Andrew DeSucre, and Cameron Ingham
create scenes for a movie.

With a professional screenwriter at their
side, students at Firgrove Elementary
spent two weeks earlier this year learning
how to write and act out movie scripts.

Washington State Artist in Residence
Monica Woelfel was invited by Firgrove,
with the help of the state Arts Commis-
sion, for two weeks of intensive creative
writing workshops. Woelfel is a writer
from Orcas Island who has published
fiction and poetry in literary journals and
magazines in addition to writing screen-
plays. Her script �Last Photo� was
produced into a short film that is currently
being released to film festivals across the
country.

Younger students, such as those in Linda
Webber�s class, spent most of their time
learning about how the characters in a
story are developed and how a good story
has a hero, a villain, and a sidekick. Those
too young to write drew their scenes in
individual squares, much like a cartoon,
with prompts to help them create a plot. �I
really like the kids to direct where the
story goes,� she says. In the end, they
performed their �movies� during a
schoolwide assembly.

Older students, such as those in Dean
Lapin�s sixth-grade class, worked as one
big group to create a seven-minute movie
script � in this case, �Charlie and Jim�s
Great Wild West Adventure.� After
spending a week writing the scenes,
students dressed in western attire, brought
in props from home, and acted out the
movie while Woelfel took still photo-
graphs of them in action. Shouts of �Quiet
on the set� and �Take two� could be heard
in the halls during filming, and some
students like Kelsey Anderson says it was
hard not to smile during her acting.

�This has really gotten the kids excited
about writing,� says Lapin.

After photographing the scenes, Woelfel
combined the photos into a movie format,
which was shown to a cheering crowd as
the writers read their script aloud during a
schoolwide assembly.

Woelfel says it was a joy to work with the
elementary students. �They came up with
story details adults would work for months
to come up with. Their sense of fun and
the surprises they came up with were
terrific.�


